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1. SAM AYOUB, VP OF COCA COLA, HAS JUST BEEN BY TO 
SEE ME. AYOUB SAYS THAT, WHILE IN THE FAR EAST, HE 
RECEIVED URGENT INSTRUCTIONS FROM COCA COLA BOARD 
CHAIRMAN AUSTIN TO COME TO CAIRO IN CONNECTION WITH 
LONG PENDING PROJECT OFFERS. AUSTIN HAD ALLEGEDLY 
BEEN TOLD BY YOU TO SEND SOMEONE TO CAIRO AT ONCE 
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TO MEET WITH FAHMY. UNFORTUNATELY, A SCHEDULED 
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MEETING WITH FAHMY EARLIER TODAY WAS CANCELLED AND 
AYOUB HAD THEREFORE GONE TO SEE HIS OLD CONTACT, 
MARWAN. THE LATTER HAD RESSED FOR INFORMATION ON 
EXACTLY WHAT YOU TOLD AUSTIN, BUT AYOUB DISCLAIMED 
ANY SPECIFIC KNOWLEDGE. MARWAN THEN ASKED AYOUB TO 
COME TO SEE ME SO THAT I COULD "EXPLAIN THINGS." 

(MARWAN IN FACT TELEPHONE ME TO REQUEST I EXPLAIN 
TO AYOUB THAT GOE "CANNOT MOVE TOO QUICKLY. ") WHEN 
AYOUB ASKED FOR AREPLY TO COCA COLA'S PROPOSAL LETTER OF 
MARCH 21 ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT, MARWAN 
RESPONDED THAT GOE WISHES TO KEEP THE PRESIDENT'S 
NAME OUT OF THIS MATTER. HENCE, A NEW COCA COLA 
LETTER SHOULD BE WRITTEN ADDRESSED TO PRIMIN 
SALEM. AYOUB TRYING TO ARRANGE THIS. 


2. AYOUB ASKED FOR MY ASSESSMENT OF THE STATUS 
OF THE BOYCOTT MATTER. I TOLD HIM, IN STRICT 
CONFIDENCE, THAT ALTHOUGH THERE IS NOTHING SPECIFIC 

IN THE AGREEMENT ABOUT THE BOYCOTT, FAHMY HAD PROMISED 
QUIETLY AND UNILATERALLY TO LIFT THE BOYCOTT ON 
SELECTED AMERICAN FIRMS WHO ARE WILLING TO CARRY ON 
MAJOR PROJECT ACTIVITIES WHICH WILL BENEFIT THE 
EGYPTIAN PEOPLE. I HAD TO TELL HIM IN ALL CANDOR, 

HOWEVER, THAT I THOUGHT IT UNLIKELY THAT EVEN FAHMY 
WILL WANT TO BEGIN SICH ACTION SO LONG AS THE PRESENT 
BITTER ARAB ATTACKS ON THE AGREEMENT AND SADAT ARE 
STILL UNDERWAY. IN MY JUDGMENT, HE WILL WANT THE 
DUST TO SETTLE BEFORE TACKLING SO SENSITIVE AN 
ISSUE. AYOUB SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THE SITUATION AND 
THAT MOHAMED RIAD HAD MADE THE SAME POINT TO HIM 
TWO EVENINGS AGO. HE STILL HOPES TO SEE FAHMY 
TOMORROW. WE AGREED TO BE IN TOUCH BEFORE HE 
LEAVES THE COUNTRY. 

3. AS A MATTER OF INTEREST, FAHMY TOLD ME TODAY 

THT IF THE ISRAELIS MAKE ANY PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT 
THE EGYPTIANS HAVING AGREED TO LIFT THE EMBARGO, HE 
WILL PUBLISH THE PERTINENT LETTER ON ALLOWING SOME 
AMERICAN FIRMS TO OPERATE HERE. HE WILL CHALLENEGE 
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THE ISRAELIS AND/OR HIS ARAB CRITICS TO FIND ANY 
REFERENCE TO THE BOYCOTT IN THAT LETTER. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE WE SHOULD EXPECT THE GOE TO HONOR ITS 
ORAL COMMITMENTS TO US ON THE BOYCOTT , I THINK IT 
WOULD BE UNWISE TO LARGE NUMBERS OF 
REPRESENTATIVES OF AMERICAN FIRMS NOW ON THE BOYCOTT 
LIST TO COME RUSHING IN AT THIS TIME. 
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LIFTING THE BOYCOTT ON SELECTED AMERICAN 
FIRMS IS A HIGHLY SENSITIVE ISSUE AND FAHMY WILL 
WANT TO FEEL HIS WAY CAREFULLY, GRADUALLY AND ONLY 
AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME WHEN HE CONSIDERS HE 
CAN GET AWAY WITH IT WITHOUT ADDING FUEL TO 

POLITICAL FIRE WHICH THE AGREEMENT HAS CAUSED. 
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